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is the British balance of mobile force, to re-inforce the
Empire or make a token contribution in Europe.

The Irish fiasco was partly hidden by the policy of
reduction for which it gave an opportunity. Instead of
raising new corps or maintaining the Irish Corps of the
Line as we do the Irish Guards, we have reduced the
Army. It was a useful peace gesture and move for economy.
Perhaps, if all goes well, the residue is just enough. Let
us, therefore, look at the Empire's oversea needs.

Whatever the Continental position, obviously for the
present, the immediate needs of the Empire in military
forces, has returned to pre-German-war-cloud conditions.
Those are the maintenance of the Empire, and its frontiers,
and the stability of the partly-civilized world that impinges
on our interests, and those of the Asiatic races within the
Commonwealth. During the post-war years, we have
twice been called on to stabilize matters in that 'great cos-
mopolitan world-settlement of Shanghai. We have twice
sent troops into Palestine. We have sent them to Iraq,
and there are many places where the same contingencies
may arise. We have, as has been said, about two-thirds
of the pre-war troops to do it \\ith.

We need not discuss here the various potentialities which
the post-war Asiatic position may have left us in. Iraq
alone is a possibility for adverse happenings of many kinds.
An inflated Persia, and some Russian intrigue have lately
produced an outrageous attempt to jump British rights
in the Anglo-Persian Company's oil fields. Fortunately,
John Bull, contrary to expectation, stood up on behalf
of his trades, in spite of Foreign Office using its most un-
suitable weapons and the possum came down even then.
This attempt, had it been successful, would have meant
a large number of men out of work at Avonmouth.

There are many such situations, which, while not neces-
sarily calling for the use of troops and warships, are only
possible to handle if the Asiatic mind will realise that these